Report from Ashdon Baptist Church
Church of the year - 2008/09

The refurbishment of the church’s kitchen and toilet facilities got under way in the last days of 2008, a little behind schedule. The preparation work of demolishing an old shed at the back of the premises and clearing the ground had already been done by church members and friends.

The contractors, H. W. Bartlett & Son from Ashdon moved into the premises and the foundations were prepared.  The snow came and work was delayed for some days while the foundations dried out. Eventually the walls began to rise and soon the roof went on.

We had hoped to be in by Easter but it soon became obvious that that was not going to happen. However we went ahead with our Easter celebration events for the 200th anniversary of the Ashdon church, and in spite of not having a kitchen, a cooked meal was served on Easter Sunday for the President of the Baptist Union, among others!

The work was completed during May and our Senior Citizens Club and Baby & Toddler Club, as well as our other regular activities, have been able to return to the church hall.

With the generous help of around 35 churches of the Association, who contributed around three and a half thousand pounds, and also various grants from trust funds and personal donors we expect to hold the official opening of the refurbished premises without debt on 11th July at 2.30 pm. We would welcome friends from the churches for the summer events that will continue the celebrations of the 200th anniversary over that weekend.
Our sincere thanks to all who have shared this vision with us and enabled us to see it through. We value your prayers as we seek to fulfil God’s mission for His church in Ashdon.

David W. Doonan – Minister.
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PS.    See our church web-site for more pictures! www.geocities.com/ashdonbaptist 
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