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                           www.easternbaptist.org.uk


Church from Scratch, Southend on Sea - Shared Space Project
One of the EBA Churches of the Year 2008/9


At the time of writing the church has received approaching £3,000 as a Church of the Year 2008/9, mostly from small to medium sized churches. We feel very loved and humbled to see churches who out of their little have given much. Thank you so much for partnering with us in the gospel. 
6 years ago Church from Scratch started as a few people setting out to plant a church. We have seen Jesus do beautiful things in the lives of local people as the work has developed to now include a network of 10 groups meeting in homes across the area. We are a body of people spread from Shoeburyness to Hadleigh and Westcliff to Rochford in south east Essex with many of us having less fortunate pasts, and present circumstances. 

We continue to express church in home based groups which are families of God’s children, for discipleship and mission. We have decided not to hold a weekly service where all gather. We have events which people from across the groups join in, the next being a baptism in the sea on 28th June. Once a month we hire a community centre where we can gather and some come to that.
We have found it hard to sustain our missional dynamic, and do tend to revert to prioritising our preferences over blessing the surround town.  We saw that establishing “Shared Space Project”, which you are generously helping to fund, will give us a new missional edge as we share our lives, our Lord, and the shop premises we acquire with those beyond the church. 
Progress with Shared Space: 
· About to set up a Community Interest Company so we can trade as a social enterprise,  providing opportunities for people to volunteer and participate in bringing good in Southend
· Significant funding given by Dept of Health to work with long-term unemployed and young people in most deprived parts of the East of England which are located in central Southend.  
· Searching for a shop premises to acquire on a lease.

· Poised to appoint full-time project worker with Dept of Health funding once premises found.
· Started fuller work of Shared Space, actively working with Homeless Centre on a number of projects, leading to shared space camping holiday in Sept for ½ their people and ½ us.
Other news:
We are looking to appoint a Baptist Minister to develop the initial work, and release resources and our existing leader, Peter Dominey, to facilitate church planting in the region. The plan, developed in conversations with the EBA and Home Mission Fund, is that Peter will remain part of CFS and half his time will be focussed on facilitating church planting in the region. 

We hope to be a small cog in a wide movement of those desiring to express the gospel amongst unreached people and in unreached places resulting in new churches. As with Shared Space, what we dream of and sense Jesus leading us into, is often beyond our abilities and resources. At the same time we are reminded that our weakness plays to God’s strengths. Please pray.
