November 13" Norwich, Witard Road

We thank God for the new initiatives taking
place at Witard Road, for the setting up of
several Focus Groups with the aim of reaching
out to those particularly in the Eastern area of
Norwich but also beyond.

We are looking forward to becoming a
Distribution Centre for Norwich Foodbank in
November. We pray that this will be a success
and that it will give us great opportunities to be
of comfort to those in need in these challenging
days.

We give thanks for the number of children who
attended the Holiday Club at Witard Road. We
were very blessed to have their family members
join us in Sunday worship at the end of that
week. We pray that we are able to maintain our
contact with the children and their families.

We are in our third and final phase of developing
our premises at Witard Road. Please join us in
praying that the finances will be released to
complete this work as soon as possible.

November 20" Ormesby Light of Life

This is an exciting period for Light of Life

Baptist Church with many things to give God

thanks for as we progress our recently

formulated Vision:

e A ssuccessful Holiday Club with an average
of 20 children attending over the three days

e Many guests present at our Big Welcome
Café Church held in the school next door

e Two new housegroups begun

Our monthly Café Church needs more space

so we are now holding it in the Village

Centre

e Now two groups for teenagers. These run
alternately so that they meet each week
either during the service or on an evening

e A Sewing Group has begun as an outreach
activity

e Inthe new year, Matt Gooch will become
our part-time paid Church Leader, supported
by the Leadership Team and all the Partners

We were encouraged to see our Drop In and

Luncheon Club featured on Anglia Television

recently. Please pray for all of us as we move

into this new era.

November 27" Sheringham
We have a lot to praise God for at present, with
young people being baptised as well as older,
new members joining the church and a growing
desire to move on with God in our new build
project, to link up more with our community.
We have completed the Rick Warren course 40
days of purpose and are now on Freedom in
Christ course with Steve Goss, doing this in
homegroups together as church.

Our Plans for a new church are with the planners
and we are planning to sell the existing church
site and one other property to raise funds for the
one million plus cost to build our church on our
new site

Since the arrival of our minister some 18 months
ago Bryan Pickard has driven us on under God
and we ask your prayers for completion of the
above and God’s total guidance as we move
forward in Him.

December 4™ Stalham

We praise the Lord for his love and
support, at all times, as we seek to follow His
will in making Him known in our community.

It has been our aim now for many years
to be involved in community activities
(particularly in bringing folk into our buildings
to see something of church life as it is today!) the
Community Gym meets in our rooms, as does an
over 60’s Table Tennis club. The Haven Trust
which runs a community cafe further up the High
Street, also operating as a youth drop in centre
some evenings, hold an activity night on
Wednesdays in our rooms utilising the space
available there. (The Trustees are all church
members).

We continue to nurture old, and make
new, contacts through Coffee & Chat every
Tuesday morning, the weekly Lunch Club for
single pensioners, and the Marvellous Mondays
Kids club.

We operate a créche and Sunday School
each Sunday and since May have been holding
Cafe Church alongside the standard (if you dare
simply call it that) service once a month.

We have a Careforce volunteer, Chad,
from Kenya, ( with us from mid January until
early December), involved in all outreach
activities, especially among the young people,
this year too.

In summary we give thanks for God’s
guidance and blessing in all things. Please pray
with us as we thank Him, and seek His strength
and support, as we seek to reflect the image of
Jesus as we live our lives for Him in our
community from day to day.



December 11" Swaffham
We have been much blessed over these past
months, with two new babies being born to our
young families and membership additions, but
sadness also as some of our Fellowship have
been called Home - we give thanks for their
witness and faithfulness over the years.
Your prayers are asked as we seek to upgrade the
heating in our Church, but as a Grade Il Listed
Building we are, at present, awaiting permission
from the BU Listed Building Committee!
A period of ministry by Revd. Guy Yeoman and
his family, over from Australia for three months,
is now closing and we continue to explore
calling a Minister, in some capacity. In the words
of the hymn we believe that "it is surprising what
the LORD can do" - watch this space.

December 18"  Thetford, King Street
For the past year we have been seeking new
ways to reach out to the people who live and
work in our town and pass by our church. We
have opened the building to invite people in for a
soup & bread lunch once a quarter, held a
barbecue in the forecourt and once a month host
a Kidz Klub run by Christians from a number of
different churches in Thetford. We also plan a
'Get in the picture’ session at Christmas which
proved very popular last year.

We would ask you to pray with us that God will
touch the hearts of people we have made contact
with and give them a hunger and thirst to know
the love of God, particularly as Christmas
approaches and we seek to reach out to the
community in other ways. We would also ask
you to pray with us for God to pour out His
Spirit in and through the church and guide us in
His plans for the coming year.

December 25" Christmas
Let us take time to pray blessings upon one
another across the Area as we celebrate the birth
of the Saviour of the World.

This week also let’s take some time to pray for
the Regional Ministers who serve us so faithfully
—and especially at this time for Richard Lewis as
he returns from his Australian sabbatical.

January 1st Thetford, Fulmerston
We continue to praise God for His miraculous
financial provision for our Family and
Community Project and its full time manager.
We are developing the drop-in work at Church
through this with a redesign to the front of the
building and some new groups; notably a
community café, healthy living, computer and
estate inter-generational projects. The Toddler
Group and Pre-School continue to flourish and
our community work with residents is also going
well.

The Church leadership are seeking to be more
effective in our witness to the local community
of which we are a key part. We are also
reviewing Sundays and whether they are
achieving what we hope.

We are very thankful that the recent Welcome
Sunday brought in two new faces and a family
joined us for lunch and we see our monthly
shared lunches as an increasingly important
element of our outreach work here.

We really appreciate your prayers and are happy
to welcome anyone who might want to come to
see what we are doing. God bless....
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November 6"  Norwich, Silver Road
We have a membership of 18 — mainly older
people — no younger families, children or young
people. We are concerned to reach out to the
large population in the area around the church
building. Please pray for the activities in which
we seek to do that — the Evergreens weekly lunch
club, Table Tennis evening and the monthly
‘Young at Heart’. Pray especially for the new
once a week ‘Coffee Stop’ starting in November.
This will be a weekly drop-in coffee morning
with children’s clothing exchange. We hope that
this new venture will help us to connect with
younger families in the area. Please pray for our
new part-time pastor, lan Charles, who began in
July this year.
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January 8th  Worstead, Meeting Hill

Despite the fact that Meeting Hill is only a small
hamlet, consisting of about thirty homes, the
Baptist Church is still open for worship on a
Sunday morning; arranging mid-week activities
locally and in North Walsham; providing
ministry in the local school, day centre and
residential homes; and providing pastoral care
for its growing congregation of mainly of older
people. We thank God for all his blessings and
the opportunities he places before us.

In place of our weekly home group during the
autumn, we are having a weekly prayer meeting
— please pray with us for the following needs:

e For those in and connected with the
fellowship who are not well at this time.

e That more people from Meeting Hill will
come and join with us in Worstead Baptist
Church.

e  For the ministry to the Day Centre,
Worstead School and various residential
homes that we go into.

e That God will send more workers to us at
Worstead Baptist Church.

e That we might not only see the pews filling
up once again; but also that we might see
people coming to faith in Jesus through the
ministry at Worstead Baptist Church.

Thank you for your prayer support

January 15" Wymondham
After two years as our pastor Alan Davies has
left us in good heart and excited about what God
has in store for us next. Alan has helped us to
know healing following a split 4 years ago, has
built up our faith through his teaching and given
us encouragement. We have grown in numbers
and have had 12 baptisms in the past year. Our
biggest growth area has been in families with
children; we need more adults to help with
children’s work, but this is a lovely problem to
have. At present we are using the resources
among our own people for preaching and leading
worship, with some input from other ministers.
Alan remains as our moderator. God led Alan to
us and we know He has plans for the future
which He will reveal in His time

January 22" Attleborough
As a generally older congregation we are blessed
with the wisdom of the years, a commitment to
faithful attendance and a very caring attitude.
Please pray that the Lord will use these assets to
attract more people into our Christ-centred, Bible
believing fellowship.

As a final stage in redeveloping our premises to
meet future demands, we are in the latter stages
of planning a kitchen refurbishment. Please pray
that the necessary finances will be made
available to make this possible.

Please also pray for the Mencap organised
Gateway Club that meets here on a weekly basis.

January 29™  Aylsham, Emmanuel
Robin had a sabbatical post- Easter in 2011. The
church did well without him — and special thanks
to the elders who cared for the church while he
was away. Part of the time away was in Israel
and meeting with some Palestinian pastors.
There is a big pastoral issue with a family in the
church at the moment — please pray for God’s
hand to be upon all concerned and to protect the
church family from further attack.

Since the God4U mission we have continued, via
Richard Amies the Youth Pastor, to work in
Aylsham High School. There is now a weekly
prayer meeting in the school, and we have had
Capenwray students in this year who spent a
good amount of their time sharing with students.
This will be repeated in 2012. Our in-house
youth work continues to progress. There are
plans afoot to do some work with Norwich Street
Pastors in the town to reach put to unattached
youth.

We have done some low key house visiting —
mainly introducing ourselves and what we do —
in the town this summer. Generally some very
positive discussions at the doors.

Robin has just begun discussions with the
Churches Together in Aylsham looking towards
repeating the God4U mission in a few years
time. It seems to him that the lessons learnt in
putting on the week will make it easier on all
concerned second time round — he hopes. And
the parable of the sower gives us hope that
continued working of an area will end up in a
harvest. As before it is likely that he will chair
the mission.



